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California – a state of life

California is a symbol for freedom, life possibility and dreams. The golden state has 29 million people living there, and is USA’s people richest state. 75% of California’s people live in San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego. That means that the rest of the state offers a lot of nature adventures. Green Valleys, mountains, seas, forests and big trees, California has everything and more. Welcome to a wonderful climate. California is warm, nearly all the year around. 

Los Angeles

Los Angeles lies in the south of California and has a wonderful climate. Few cities have been associated with dreams like Los Angeles and Hollywood. But Los Angeles also realizes many dreams. Here are many things to do and see. Kilometers of long sand beaches and if you are lucky the Beach Boys can show up. Los Angeles is also an excellent place to start discovering California. Los Angeles is a very big city, America’s second biggest and the biggest city in California. For many American’s, Los Angeles is a symbol for “The good life, with glamour, swimming pools and sunshine”. Los Angeles looks like an enormous spider web, with a lot of ways tied together. In Los Angeles a car is more important that nowhere else. 

Hollywood

For most people Hollywood is the first thing they think about when they think of America. Some years ago the district was on its way down. Hollywood has been rebuilt and is now a nice district to live in. There are many restaurants and shops there, and you can say that the longer west out you come, the more exclusive the shops and restaurants are. After that, Hollywood turns into Beverly Hills. In Hollywood, itself, you’ll find Mann’s Chinese Theatre where famous people have set their hand and foot prints. 

Universal Studios

Universal Studios lies in Los Angeles, and are the world biggest film district with exciting attractions and shows. They really open their ports for the tourists. Here you can see how it goes behind the scenes, scenes from famous movie shows, and they show stunt recording, stuntmen, shows and animals from famous movies show what they can.

Beverly Hills

Beverly Hills is the famous actors Hollywood. The fashionable Beverly Hills is the city in the city. Here lie the luxury houses saved behind big walls. On the big shopping street Rodeo Drive does the most exclusive shops lie with all famous designers. Here do the famous actors often shop, if you have good luck you maybe can see some of them.

Disneyland

If you are in Los Angeles you have to go to Disneyland. The park is divided in eight parts. The Adventure Land, The Fantasy Land and Tomorrow Land and many more. There are more then 60 attractions to test. Together with the people do Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck and many more Disney figures walk. This Disneyland is one of the three in the world, and you’ll find it south of Los Angeles. It’s the first Disneyland that was built. This is really an experience, both for young and old people.

Santa Monica

Santa Monica is one of many cities that constitute big-Los Angeles, but you can describe Santa Monica like an oasis in the big city. Santa Monica has a wonderful position directly on a wide sand beach. You don’t feel that you’re in a 10-million people rich city. The nice sand beach is both long and wide. Santa Monica Pier is well-attended place. In the city you’ll find many restaurants in all price classes. 

Santa Monica is one of Los Angeles most popular parts. It’s a place to relax, if you’re tiered of the city life. In Santa Monica you can cycle, go jogging, play volleyball, or take a walk to the Pier and study people life. Or else you can lie, and look on all the nice guys on the beach. The gate Third Avenue is a nice gate with lots of shops, boutiques and restaurants and it lies near the hotels. The gate leads out in a big shopping center with hundreds of shops and restaurants. 

If you want to have a look before you come to Santa Monica, look at Baywatch, it’s recorded there.

San Francisco

San Francisco is the most popular city in America. San Francisco is one of the world’s most beautiful cities with its special position, beautiful buildings and nice mixture of people. Around every corner you’ll find a fantastic view, and everyone who have been there talks about the beautiful houses, Fisherman’s Wharf, Chinatown and the famous Cable Cars, who also is the city’s character together with the Golden Gate. Those things are the biggest attractions in San Francisco. 

San Francisco has always been a popular city. You can spend a whole week in San Francisco without being bored. Here you find everything you can wish, and even more. San Francisco is a very nice city with many attractions and big possibilities to shopping, and the surrundnings is much nicer than New York. 

San Francisco has always been a popular city for American travelers. You can go wherever you want. Nearly all is in walk distance. Or you can take help of the Cable Cars, which is especially for San Francisco. San Francisco has good working traffic. 

A fabulous restaurant city

In San Francisco you can eat food from every corner of the world, and you can eat cheap, but you can also lay a lot of money on food, if you can aford it, here are everything represent. There is overload of restaurants and here is just a few, all of them are worth a visit. View Lounge has a wonderful look over the twilight it's a very good place for the trips first drink. Buena Vista is a must, not so much for the environment; it’s just for that it was there they “invented” the Irish Coffee. 

San Francisco Brewing Company has an amazing number of beer sorts and the saloon was built 1907. London Wine Bar is a bar with English style and many sorts of wine from California. This is a good place to begin the studies about California’s wine and many of the sorts can be ordered per glass. Here lies also of course many restaurants which serves the new Californian Kitchen, who is a mixture of American, French and orietalian. 

The best examples are Stars, Zuni Café and Alcatraz Bar and Grill and on the other side of the curve, in Berkeley lies the best and most famous: Chez Panisse. Grand Cafe on Hotel Monaco is a fantastic restaurant .Fog City Diner is a modern variant of the typical American diner restaurant. The Menu is a creative variation of California Cuisine. 

There are also really traditional diners like Mel’s Diner and Lori’s, who both have two restaurants with environment of the sixties. Tommy Toy’s lies in the outskirts of Chinatown and serve Chinese food with a French touch! A nice and elegant restaurant. San Francisco’s big Chinese district offers many restaurants. You can find what kind of restaurants you want in San Francisco, they have everything. 

Culture 

If you want culture, then go to San Francisco, they have everything. Opera, ballet, symphony orchestra, theatres, musicals, museum, you always find what you want. Something you just have to do is visit a cabaret, which you only can enjoy in San Francisco. One of the most famous is Beach Blanket Babylon. San Francisco has also a big offer on Broadway shows. Theatres lie Around Union Square. And for the opera lover, San Francisco Opera and ballet where they have shows in top class.

In San Francisco you can look on football and baseball. And if you want NHL-hockey, San Jose is the place for you.

Attractions

It’s the nice atmosphere that makes the most people go to San Francisco. But it’s build of many things, and that made it to the most popular city in America. The city lies very beautiful on many small hills, which does the town planning very interesting. 

Streets

The streets are very steep, and the world’s steepest gate lies here. Its called Filbert Street and the most curved is called Lombard Street. Many of the hills are well known to the name. Twin Peaks is a hill where you have a wonderful view. Nob Hill with their famous hotels, and the views of the Golden Gate does the view more beautiful. There are many famous districts in San Francisco. The big hotels and shopping are around Market Square and Union Square, and here is even Chinatown, who is the biggest Chinese settling outside the Orient. 

Fisherman’s Wharf

Famous is also Fisherman’s Wharf, the old fish port, who now is rebuilt to restaurants, boutiques and hotels. There is also many roadsinger, portrait painter and actors there. 

Close to Pier 39 in Fisherman’s Wharf has hundreds of funny sea lions been a big tourist attraction. From Fisherman’s Wharf you can take a ferry over to Alcatraz, the big famous Prison Island, where Al Capone was a “guest”. The island is well worth a visit, but you should reserve the ferry, the day before you go there.

Golden Gate Park

The Golden Gate Park is a City Park that is bigger then Central Park in New York. It got nice museums, botanical gardens, romantic seas and real buffaloes. Down in the Park lies the old Hippie district around Haight Street, who still is a lively area with nice bars and shopping. 

In the park it also lies a national park with beautiful forests and sand beaches and a beautiful view. The most famous thing in San Francisco is the Cable Cars who associate the different parts. They offer you an unforgettable drive ride in the steep hills.

Surrond
San Francisco is an excellent starting point for shorter trips. By the Golden Gate you come to Sausalito, who is a artist town. A few kilometers away lies Muir Woods, where the famous big trees are. 

Shopping

The shops in San Francisco offer everything you can wish. Here lie many big and famous supermarkets, especially around Market and Union Square. Around Union Square lies Eddie Bauer, and the Nike shops. And by Market Square lies Virgin Megastore, who is America’s biggest CD shop. Don’t forget to buy jeans, Levi’s Jeans has been in San Francisco, since the goldrush. The Jeans cost almost half the price as at home. Boutiques in all prices class a quality you also find.

Napa Valley

About 90 minutes from San Francisco lies Americas biggest wine district with Sonoma and Napa Valley in the point. Here lie many famous vineyards, and nice hotels and restaurants with a high class, where you can enjoy the Californian kitchen.

From the middle of the 18:th century have they cultivated grapes for wine in California, and that’s why many famous wine yards lie there. The area is not so big, but here lies many nice society, both hotels and “bed & breakfast”. In Napa Valley lies a big Factory Outlet.
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